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VITA

NANCY CLAIRE PITTMAN

Professional Data:


Current Position:



2018-
Interim President and Stephen J. England Associate Professor of the Practice of Ministry Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa Oklahoma



2013 - 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dean and Stephen J. England Associate Professor of the Practice of Ministry Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa Oklahoma

Education:



1979
B.A., Psychology and Religious Studies, Texas Christian University



1984
M.Div., Brite Divinity School, Texas Christian University



1997
Ph.D., New Testament, Southern Methodist University

Thesis:  The Slain Lamb and the Slaying Warrior: Reading the Images of Christ in the Book of Revelation (Advisor:  Victor P. Furnish; Committee Members:  Jouette M. Bassler and C. Clifton Black)

Previous Academic Positions:



1993
Graduate Instructor, New Testament, Perkins School of Theology,





Southern Methodist University



1994-97
Lecturer, New Testament Studies, Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Tainan, Taiwan



1997-01
Assistant Professor, New Testament Studies, Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Tainan, Taiwan



1997-01
Regional Assistant Professor, New Testament Studies, South East Asia Graduate School of Theology, Manila, The Phillipines


2001-05
Adjunct Instructor of Preaching and New Testament, Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, Oklahoma


2005-10
Assistant Professor of the Practice of Ministry and Director of the D.Min. Program Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa Oklahoma


20010-13
Associate Professor of the Practice of Ministry and Director of the D.Min. Program Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa Oklahoma
Research and Publications:


Lectionary Resources:

New Proclamation, Series A Easter through Christ the King, 2011.  Minneapolis:  Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 2011.

“Easter Vigil,” “Easter Day,” “2nd Sunday of Easter,” Homiletical essays for Feasting on the Word:  Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C, Volume II.  Edited by David Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor.  (Louisville:  Westminster John Knox Press, 2010.)
“Mark 14:66-72” and “Mark 15:1-5,” Homiletical essays for Feasting on the Gospels.  Edited by David Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor.  (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, forthcoming).
“Proper 26: Psalm 32:1-7” and “Reign of Christ: Luke 1:68-79” Homiletical essays for website of Feasting on the Word (Louisville:  Westminster John Knox Press, forthcoming).

Academic Program Handbooks:

“Handbook for the Doctor of Ministry Program in Pastoral Leadership.”  Phillips Theological Seminary, June 2007.


“Handbook for the Doctor of Ministry Project.”  Phillips Theological Seminary,      January 2009.

Articles:

“Women Reading Women in the Bible.”  In Setting the Table:  Women in Theological Conversation. Edited by Rita Nakashima Brock, Claudia Camp, and Serene Jones (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 1995), 61-81.

“A Celebration for Children:  Christmas in the United States.”  Taiwan Church News (December 24, 1995), 5.

“A Look at Women in the Bible from a Feminist Perspective.”  In T’ai-wan fu-nu tso shen-hsueh (Women in Taiwan Doing Theology) (Taiwan Church Press, 1998), 30-45.
“Revealing Angel, Slain Lamb, Slaying Warrior:  Christ in the Book of Revelation.”  Leaven, 8/1 (Winter 2000), 23-26.

“Revealing Angel, Slain Lamb, Slaying Warrior:  Christ in the Book of Revelation,” (Chinese translation).  Church and Society (Journal of Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Fall 2000), 23-30.  Also available at http://www.ttcs.org.tw/~church/25/1/03.htm.  
“Laughing at Things that Are Not So Funny:  Personal Reflections on the Status of Women in Taiwanese Churches and Society.”  Taiwan Church News (June 2001).

“The Epistolary Tradition:  James, 1-3 John, 1-2 Peter, Jude.”  In The Chalice Introduction to the New Testament.  Edited by Dennis E. Smith (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 2004), 254-280.

“The Shoes of a Water-Walker:  Being a Leader Within the Disciples Tradition.”  In Kansas Messenger, 25/6 (Nov-Dec 2005), 8.
“Ties That Bind Too Tightly:  A Reflection on Relinquishment and Self-Differentiation in Women’s Leadership.”  In A Passion for Christian Unity:  Essays in Honor of William Tabbernee.  Edited by John Imbler.  (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 2009).


“Relational Renewal.”  In Transformation Voices 3/4 (September/October 2009), 1-4.
“Hymns and Preaching,” a historical essay on a significant topic.  In The Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology.  Edited by Carlton R. Young.  Canterbury Press, 2013.
“The Best Friend of Jesus: A Model for Ministry from the Gospel of John,” in The Theologically Formed Heart:  Essays in Honor of David J. Gouwens.  Edited by Warner M. Bailey, Lee C. Barrett III, and James O Duke.  Eugene:  Pickwick Publications, 2014.

Published Sermons and Meditations:

 “For Such a Time as This.”  In Bread Afresh, Wine Anew.  Edited by Joan Campbell and David P. Polk (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 1991):  25-30.

“Dangerous Domestications.”  In Preaching through the Apocalypse.  Edited by Joseph R. Jeter, Jr. and Cornish Rogers (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 1992):  140-5.

“Advent Meditation (No. 6),” “Lent Meditation (No. 12),” and “Eastertide Mediation and Prayer (No. 12).” In Table Talk:  Resources for Communion.  Edited by Jane McAvoy (St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 1993).

“But Her Feet Will Have to Dance.”  Pulpit Digest 77/540 (July-August 1996):  49-52.

“One More Insult to God.”  Biblical Preaching Journal (Fall 1996):  5-7.

Easter 2:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (April 6, 1997).

Palm/Passion Sunday:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (April 5, 1998).

“When Beauty and Brains Are Not Enough.”  Nu-ch’uan t’ung-hsun (Women in Ministry)  (September 25, 1998):  2-4.

“The Birth of Jesus and I.” T’ai-wan chiao-hui chih pao (Taiwan Church News) (December 20, 1998):  10.

“Healing in the Cracks.”  T’ai-wan chiao-hui chih pao (Taiwan Church News) (October 24, 1999):  10.

Pentecost 23:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (October 31, 1999).

Epiphany 3:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (January 23, 2000).

Pentecost:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (June 3, 2001).

Epiphany:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (January 6, 2002).

Epiphany 4:  Sermon, Commentary, and Worship Material, Word and Witness (February 2, 2003).


4th Sunday after Pentecost:  Lectionary Resources, DisciplesWorld (June 27, 2004).

Proper 5:  Sermon, Proclaim (June 5, 2005)


Proper 26:  Sermon, Proclaim (October 30, 2005)


Easter 5:  Sermon, Proclaim (May 14, 2006)


Proper 10:  Sermon, Proclaim (July 16, 2006)


Advent 2:  Sermon, Proclaim (December 10, 2006)


Transfiguration:  Sermon, Proclaim (February 18, 2007)


Easter 5:  Sermon, Proclaim (May 6, 2007)


Proper 13:  Sermon, Proclaim (August 5, 2007)


Proper 27, Sermon, Proclaim (November 11, 2007)


Lent 2:  Sermon, Proclaim (February 17, 2008)


Easter 3:  Sermon, Proclaim (April 6, 2008)


Proper 9: Sermon, Proclaim (July 6, 2008)


Proper 17:  Sermon, Proclaim (August 31, 2008)


Advent 1:  Sermon, Proclaim (November 30, 2008)


Advent 4:  Sermon, Proclaim (December 21, 2008)


Easter Day:  Sermon, Proclaim (April 12, 2009)


Pentecost:  Sermon, Proclaim (May 31, 2009)


Book Reviews:


Review of John the Baptist and Jesus, by W. Barnes Tatum.  Encounter 57/4 (Autumn 1996):  307-308.

Review of Interpreting Luke-Acts for the Local Church, by Paul L. Hammer.  Encounter 58/3 (Summer 1997):  340-341.
Review of Images of Jesus Today, edited by James H. Charlesworth and Walter P. Weaver.  Encounter 60/1 ( Winter 1999):116-117.

Review of Where Christology Began:  Essays on Philippians 2, edited by Ralph P. Martin and Brian J. Dodd.  Encounter 62/3 (Summer 2001):  315-316.

Review of The Pastor’s Underground Guide to the Revised Common Lectionary:  Year C, by Shelley E. Cochran.  Encounter 60/4 (Autumn 1999):  604-605.

Review of Honor and Shame in the Gospel of Matthew, by Jerome H. Neyrey Encounter 62/3 (Summer 2001):  313-314.

Review of Kitchen Talk:  Sharing Our Stories of Faith, by Jane McAvoy.  Encounter 65/2 (Spring 2004):  205-206.

Review of Preaching the Women of the Bible, by Lisa Wilson Davison.  Lexington Theological Quarterly 42/1 (Spring 2007):  63-64.

Review of Faithful Disagreement: Wrestling with Scripture in the Midst of Church Conflict by Frances Taylor Gench. The Journal of Christian Ministry 4 (2011): 4.

Curriculum:


“God’s Project:  Effective Christians” in the New International Lesson Annual, 2004-2005. (Nashville:  The United Methodist Publishing House), 2004.


“New Creation in Christ” in Mature Years, Spring 2009 (Nashville:  The United Methodist Publishing House).


Multi-media Presentations:

“The Bible:  A User’s Manual,” Videotape Series, School of Theology for the Laity,

Dallas, Texas; distributed by Christian Board of Publication, November 1990.


Current Book Projects:
Beyond Ecclesiolatry (working title, a study of how the underlying images of community, i.e., family, friendship, body, found in New Testament texts can serve as norms to correct various forms of ecclesiolatry in 21st century church life, including deleterious understandings of the tasks of leadership and who can perform them)
Service to Phillips Theological Seminary:


2005-13  
Member, DMin Committee of the Faculty Senate (ex officio)


2005-07
Member, Worship Committee


2005-08
Member, Centennial Celebration Steering Committee 

Co-chair of Diversity Events Planning Team, Centennial Celebration Steering Committee


2005-06
Member, Stacey Pastors’ Workshop Planning Committee


2007-09
Chair, Stacey Pastors’ Workshop Planning Committee


2009-11
Faculty Representative, PTS Board of Trustees


2010-11
Member, Assessment Committee


2012-13
Chair, Rank and Tenure Committee


2012-13
Member, Curriculum Revision Task Force


2012-13
Lecturer, FaithLife Connections


2016-18
2044 Council

Professional Societies:


1989- 

Society of Biblical Literature


1992-

Forrest-Moss Institute (founding member)


2007-14
Spiritual Directors International


2008-13     
Association for Doctor of Ministry Education, elected member of the governing board

2011-

Association of Disciples for Theological Discussion

Professional Development:


2005

Certificate of Completion in Spiritual Formation Group Leader Training, Sojourn Training Center in Spiritual Direction, Tulsa, OK


2006

“Leadership against the Odds,” Workshop utilizing Rabbi Edwin Friedman’s Family Systems approach to Leadership, San Antonio, TX

ATS Women in Leadership in Theological Education Conference, October 2006, Pittsburg, PA


2007

Certificate in Spiritual Direction, Sojourn Training Center in Spiritual Direction Tulsa, OK

2010

ATS Mid-Career Faculty Workshop, March 2010, Pittsburg, PA


2012

“Transformational Ministry:  The Leadership Professor’s Perspective,” Conference on Leadership for Professors of Ministry in Disciples Schools, January 2012, Nashville, TN



“The Role of Theological Education in Sustaining Pastoral Ministry,” Council on Theological Education, September 2012, Indianapolis, IN


2013

ATS New Deans School, December 2013, Pittsburg, PA


2015

Wabash Deans Colloquy, July 2015 and March 2016, Wabash IN
Ministerial Service:


Ordination:

1984

South Hills Christian Church, Fort Worth, TX, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest


Congregational and Area Ministries:


1979-80
Director of Christian Education, First Christian Church, McAllen, Texas


1980-83
Youth Minister, Trinity Brazos Area of the Christian Church in the Southwest


1985-87
Associate Minister, Oak Cliff Christian Church, Dallas, Texas


1994-01
Missionary, appointed jointly by the Division of Overseas Ministries of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada and the United Church Board for World Ministries in the USA to serve at the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in a teaching ministry at Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Tainan, Taiwan

1994-00
Pastoral Team Leader, Tainan International Community Church, Tainan, Taiwan


2001-05
Minister, First Christian Church, Tahlequah, Oklahoma


Area/Regional/General/Ecumenical/Interfaith Service:


1983-84
Member, Committee on the Ministry, Trinity Brazos Area of the Christian Church in the 
Southwest (CCSW)

1986-89
Member, Board of Directors for the School of Theology for the Laity





Dallas, Texas


1986-89
Member, Southwest Association of Christian Church Educators


1985-86
Treasurer, Dallas Area Disciples Ministerial Association

1985-86
Chairperson, Leadership Development Committee, Northeast Area of the CCSW


1984-87
Member, Youth Ministry Council, CCSW






1986
Director, Christian Youth Leadership Seminar







Lake Brownwood Christian Retreat





1987
Executive Director, Christian Youth Fellowship Assembly







Texas Christian University


1986-87
Member, Worship Task Force, Greater Dallas Community of Churches


1994-01
Member, Tainan Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan


1995-01
Chairperson, Worship Committee, Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Tainan, Taiwan


1996-97
Worship Leader and Member, Planning Team for World Council of Churches and 
Christian Conference of Asia Conference on Contextual Music and Liturgy, Tainan, Taiwan


2002

Co-Director, Chi Rho Camp I, Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma

2002-03
Member, Diversity in CommUNITY Event Planning Team, 





Tahlequah, Oklahoma

Vice-President, Disciples Ministers Association of the Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma


2003-05
Member, Commission on Faith in Action for the Christian Church in Oklahoma


2004-05
President, Disciples Ministers Association of the Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma


2004

Member, Search Committee for Associate Regional Pastor of the Christian Church in Oklahoma

2007

Member, Pulpit Search Committee for Pastor of Forest Park Christian Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma


2007-08
Member, Transformation Project Steering Committee of the Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma


2009-15
Member, OCCJ (Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice) Trialogue Commission


2010-

Volunteer Teacher, “Different and the Same,” OCCJ Anti-Racism program for 2nd Graders in the Tulsa Public Schools


2012-15
Elder, Harvard Avenue Christian Church, Tulsa, OK


2013-

Stole Camp Leader, Christian Church in Oklahoma


2013-

Council on Theological Education, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)


2013-

Interfaith Book Discussion Group, Oklahoma Conference of Community and Justice


2014-15
Member, Search Committee for Regional Pastor of the Christian Church in Oklahoma

2016-18
Member, Advisory Board of the Dialogue Institute of Tulsa


2017-

Member, Stewardship Committee, Harvard Avenue Christian Church, Tulsa, OK

Major Presentations (Church-Related Events):


1984

“1984:  Has It Arrived?” Keynote Presentations and Worship Services, 




CCSW Christian Youth Fellowship Assembly

1985

“From Antimacassars to Astronauts,” Sermon, CCSW Regional Women’s Assembly

“Me and My Faith,” Keynote Presentations, Central Area Youth Rally, CCSW

1986

“Festivities in the Quandary,” Sermon, CCSW Regional Assembly





“Adoramus Te,” Sermon, Association of Disciples Musicians’ Workshop

1987

“Fill My Cup, Lord,” Keynote Presentations,





Bluebonnet Area Women’s Retreat, CCSW
“Something to Share,” Keynote Presentations, Dallas Area Youth Conference, CCSW


1988

“What’s So Special about the Disciples, Anyway,” Keynote Presentations,





Central Area Youth Retreat, CCSW


1989

“Disciples Encounter with Higher Criticism of the New Testament:  A Response,” Conference on “Twentieth-Century Disciples:  Appraising a Mainstream Denomination and its Future Prospects,” Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana





“Hebrews:  A Faith for the Ages,” Workshop, LEAD Workshops,





Trinity Brazos Area, CCSW


1990

“Living Life in Another World,” Keynote Presentations,




Trinity Brazos Area Youth Conference, CCSW


1991

“The Epistle to the Philippians,” Bible Lectures, CCSW Regional Women’s Assembly
“Called to Serve,” Keynote Presentations, CCSW Regional Youth Assembly




“Hope, Vision, Mission,” Sermons, CCSW Regional Men’s Retreat




“Beyond Jubilee,” Church Women United meeting, Dallas, Texas


1992

“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know,” Keynote Presentations,





CCSW Christian Youth Leadership Seminar


1993

“Building Bridges to All God’s Children Must Begin with Me,” Keynote Presentation, Church Women United meeting on Jewish-Christian Relations, Dallas, Texas




“Manna in the Wilderness,” Keynote Presentations,





Coastal Plains Area Assembly, CCSW





“The Bible:  A User’s Manual,” Lectures for “Perkins in the Community,”





Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas




“Dare to Begin, Believe, Belong!” Keynote Presentations,





Ecumenical Student Conference, Eureka, Missouri


1994

“Unseen Power,” Keynote Presentations, Central Area Youth Retreat, CCSW


1995

“Women and the Bible,” Keynote Presentation,




Seminar on Feminism and Christianity, Taipei, Taiwan


1997

“Come to the Banquet!” Sermon, Opening Worship for World Council of Churches and Christian Conference of Asia Conference on Contextual Music and Liturgy, Tainan, Taiwan

“The Savior’s Birthday,” Sermon, Opening Worship for Spiritual Life Training Event, Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, Tainan, Taiwan


1999

“Hope for the Future:  The Book of Revelation,” Bible Lectures,





Soan Kha Presbyterian Church, Hsin-chu, Taiwan
“Healing in the Cracks,” Sermon, Service of Mourning and Re-commitment to Christ in the aftermath of 9/21 Taiwan Earthquake, Tainan Theological College and Seminary, Taiwan


2000

“Elders and Deacons in the New Testament,” Workshop for Church Leaders, Hiong-eng Presbyterian Church, Taichung, Taiwan


2001

“Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of John,” Bible Lectures,





Country Club Christian Church, Kansas City, Missouri

“Evangelism:  Voicing Compassion in an Uncaring World,” Bible Lecture, Leadership:  Church annual retreat, Bartlesville, Oklahoma





“Bread in the Wilderness,” Keynote Presentations,





First Christian Church CWF Retreat, Edmond, Oklahoma


2003

“Eldership in the Cambellite Tradition,” Lectures,





Oak Cliff Christian Church, Dallas, Texas


2004

“In Agreement, Astonishment!” Sermon,




Small Church Preaching Mission, Tulsa, Oklahoma




“Who’s Going to Be the God-Person?” Speaker and Workshop Leader

The Christian Church of Mid-America Regional Assembly, St. Joseph, Missouri


2005

Stewardship Leader, University Christian Church, Austin, Texas

“The Shoes of a Water-Walker:  Serving as Leader in the Disciples Tradition”




Leadership Event of the Christian Church in Kansas

2007

“Believers’ Baptism,” Keynote Presentations,




Association for Disciples in Outdoor Ministries




“Believers’ Baptism,” Keynote Presentations,




CYF MidWinter, Christian Church in Kansas




“The Worldwide Emergency Baby Committee,” Sermon





 Distinguished Preacher Series, Mayflower Congregational Church, UCC, 





 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
“Dead Church Living,” Sermon, Assembly of the Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma

“A Song of Dirt and Divinity,” Sermon, Assembly of the Central Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma


2008

“Fortune Cookie Moments,” Assembly of the Christian Church in Oklahoma, Sermon
“Help for the Struggling Church,” Assembly of the Southeast Area of the Christian Church in Kansas, Sermon and Workshop
“New Twists on Some Old Tales,” Institute for Theological Study of the Northeast Area of the 
Christian Church in Oklahoma, Presentations on the Gospel of John
“Upward and Onward the Spirit Grows,” Women’s Retreat Northeast Area of the Christian Church in Oklahoma, Keynote Presentations
“Blest Be the Labyrinth that Binds,” Assembly of the Christian Church in Kansas, Keynote Presentations

2009     
Kaleo Retreat (An Ecumenical Women’s Gathering in Texas)
Clergywomen’s Retreat of the Christian Church in Oklahoma, Keynote Presentations 


“Three Women and a Little Lamb:  Ecclesiology and Christology in the Book of Revelation” 
Faith Matters of Phillips Theological Seminary, Lecture

2010

“Dragons on the Move,” Baccalaureate Address, Drury University
Clergywomen’s Retreat of the Christian Church in Kansas, Keynote Presentations

2011

“Church and Leadership in the New Testament” Clergy Conference, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Nebraska, Keynote Presentations

“Wade in the Water,” South Central Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s Consultation in New Orleans, Louisiana, Workshop


“Family Matters:  Matthew’s Jesus and Ecclesiolatry” Griggs Lecture, First Christian Church, Tulsa

“The Gospel of John,” Austin Sacred Sisters (group of PCUSA clergywomen), Keynote Presentations

2012

“Remembering the Past, Embracing the Future,” Association of Disciples Musicians Workshop, Worship Clinician

“Evolution of Faith,” Qahal/Koinonia 2012, youth event for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma, Anadarko, Keynote Presentations

2013

“The Book of Revelation,” Clergy Retreat for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kansas, April 2013

2014

“Bread in the Wilderness,” Women’s Retreat of Broadway Christian Church, Columbia, MO, February 2014


2016

“Leadership:  Sheep Tending or Cat Herding?” Clergy Conference, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Nebraska, Keynote Presentations, February 2016




Elders Retreat, Evergreen Christian Church, Evergreen, CO, April 2016
“We Have Met the Future and It Is Now!” All-Church Retreat, First Christian Church, Emporia, Kansas, September 2016 and First Christian Church, Enid, Oklahoma, October 2016


2017

“Oh Those Praying Women!” Summer Education Series, First Christian Church, Edmond Oklahoma, June 2017
Recent Honors:


2019

Distinguished Minister Award for General/Institutional Ministry, Brite Divinity School, Texas
